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Agrest rock bearing the autline of the old ciradlar
calendar was ance located in Hieroglyphic Caryon
on the west slope of Superstition Mountain near
ZApache Junction. The rock, which weighs just over
four tons at 8,860 pounds, was moved to Mesa on
Jaruary 12, 1934. The rock required tenmen to nove
it framits arigiral site inHieroglyphic Caryan to its
present location on the Monmon Tarple grounds in
Mesa.

Tn 1934, Mr. J.W. Lesuer told reporters framtheMesa
Jamral -Trilune thaet the rockwas a gift to the Taple
by the Pimas at Sacaton. According to the Pima el-
ders, the rock was found near the “throne of
Hatsahuhin” or the trysting stone of themaidens of
the Pina tribewhere, ages ago, they tossed pddoles

Mr. Lesuerwes a strang advocate for the special pres-
ervation of Hieroglyphic Caryon more than sixty
vears ago. Henever fourd any strang sugoort for his
advocacy, therefore many of the pictoglyhs of Hi-
eroglychic Carnyon were hauled of £ by vandals.

According to a Mesa Jourmal -Trilune article dated
Jaruary 12, 1934, the O.S. Stapley Caxoaryy of Mesa
provided a truck tomove the stane fran its original
site to itspresant location. Mavoers of theJr. Gogeel
Doctrine class of Mesa Secand Werd, of which J.W.
Lesuer was the teacher, provided the men-power to
nove the stone fran the canyon to a point where it
could be loaded on to a truck. The moving of this
four- ton rock was no easy task and was acoayplished
to the site, the stanewas evential ly loaded and trans-
ported to Mesa.

One side of the stone is carpletely covered with
petroglyhs. 2n interesting feature of the petroglych
stae is the series of circles that corresood inrum-
ber and in sub-divisions with the Mayan calendar
stae. There are twanty~sixperpadiailar lines to the
concentric circles forming sare fifty—two oxes.
Thenwe thirk about it, there are fifty~twoweeks in
avear. There are several other interesting things in-
volving these stanes. The Mayan Calendar is a rect-
angular block sare 13 feet ard 1 inch sgquare, weigh-
ingsare 24 tas, ardhuailt into thewall of the CGathe-
dral of Mexico City. The calendar covers a periocd
fram the year 613 B.C. for 2,147 years without the
loss of a single day. It is one of themost acourate
calendars known to the world.

The stone work on the Hieroglyphic Caryon stone
appears to have been made to resarble the Mayan
stane, inall of the circles ad sub-divisians. Two
araller calaxhrs gooear with rays of the sun shining
on them. The stone, according to professianals who
heve examined it, say it is of exmous histarical sig-
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A grest rock bearing the autline of the old ciradlar
calendar was ance located in Hieroglyphic Caryon
on the west slope of Superstition Mountain near
ZApache Junction. The rock, which weighs just over
four tons at 8,860 pounds, was moved to Mesa on
Jaruary 12, 1934. The rock required tenmen to nove
it framits arigiral site inHieroglhyphic Cayan to its
present location on the Mommon Tarple grounds in
Mesa.

Tn 1934, Mr. J.W. ILesuer told reporters framtheMesa
Jamral -Trilune thaet the rockwas a gift to the Taple
by the Pimas at Sacaton. According to the Pima el-
ders, the rock was found near the “throne of
Hatsahuhin” or the trysting stone of themaidens of
the Pina tribewhere, ages ago, they tossed pddoles

The inportance of this stane franHieroglydhic Can-
von has earmed it a penmenent site on the grournds of
the Mesa Mormon Tample. The stone needed to be
protected because, evenas early as 1934, varcklshed
narred the stane by using it as a shooting tarcet.

E.C. Santeo of San Tan, Incarmacion Valenzula of
ILehi and Daningo Baptisto of Iehi told J.W. Lesuaar
stories about the Pimas and Hieroglphic Cartyon.
Lesuaurr aonsidered Hieroglyphic Caryan so histori-
cally significant he advocated for preservation status
of the caryan in 1934. Hewented it protected for fu-
ture generations to see. He so strangly believed in
protecting the caladhr stae thet he initiated its re-
noval franHieroglyphic Caryon ard its relocation
toMesa. His goal was to protect the stane frande-
Suisoulesh

The ancient markings an this stone certainly would
not have survived if it had not been moved oy this
Aedicated group young men, sare sixty-six years ago.
Today we can visit thismarvelous stae an the tarple
grounds and speculate about it origin andwhat the
great circles rapresant. If the stanehed ramained at
its arigiral site in Heroglyphic Caryan varcels would
cartainly have toal Iy defaced it by usirg it asalull’s-
eye for target practice. Bven today the stane ehibits
damege caused by bullets before its ramwval fran
the caryon.

The “art callery” of ancient carvirngs inHieroglyphic
Cayn is ane of the oldest in the Southwest. When T
think of the British Museum of Art, New York Metro-
politan Miseum of Art, Fine Arts Tnstitute of Chi-
cago ar the Snithsmian, all of which I have visited
and all created by modem men, I must adnit Hiero-
glypchic Cartyon stands out as a museum of ancient
art. Tt is anmusaeun that has survived the ages with
little or ro protection fran the elarents ard varcals.
Tranically, the present status of thewl1demess area
provices little arroprotectio for this site tocky. The
anly protection for these artifacts are those of uswho
Let us hoeemen has enouch regpect for this area that
itwill ke there for fubre geeratias to atjoy.



Native Americans often used celetial bodies in a variety calendar
applications.

Sten Linnander studying the calendar on the Mormon
Temple grounds in Mesa.




