
October 6th - The Water is Wide  by Pat Conroy 
A teacher recounts his year on Yamacraw Island off the coast of South Carolina helping black children become aware of the world around 
them and the importance of self respect. (library catalog) 
 
November 3rd - How Starbucks Saved My Life  by Michael Gates Gill 
In his fifties, Michael Gates Gill had it all: a mansion in the suburbs, a wife and loving children, a six-figure salary, and an Ivy League educa-
tion. But in a few short years, he lost his job, got divorced, and was diagnosed with a brain tumor. With no money or health insurance, he was 
forced to get a job at Starbucks. Having gone from power lunches to scrubbing toilets, from being served to serving, Michael was a true fish out 
of water. But fate brings an unexpected teacher into his life who opens his eyes to what living well really looks like. The two seem to have noth-
ing in common: She is a young African American, the daughter of a drug addict; he is used to being the boss but reports to her now. For the 
first time in his life he experiences being a member of a minority trying hard to survive in a challenging new job. He learns the value of hard 
work and humility, as well as what it truly means to respect another person. (amazon.com) 
 
December 1st - My Stroke of Insight  by Jill Bolte Taylor 
On the morning of December 10, 1996, Jill Bolte Taylor, a thirty-seven-year-old Harvard-trained brain scientist, experienced a massive stroke. 
She observed her own mind completely deteriorate to the point that she could not walk, talk, read, write, or recall any of her life, all within the 
space of four brief hours. Taylor shares her unique perspective on the brain and its capacity for recovery, and the sense of omniscient under-
standing she gained from this unusual and inspiring voyage out of the abyss of a wounded brain. It would take eight years for Taylor to heal 
completely. Taylor completely repaired her mind and recalibrated her understanding of the world according to the insights gained from her right 
brain that morning of December 10th.  (amazon.com) 
 
January 5th - Children’s Blizzard  by David Laskin 
Thousands of impoverished Northern European immigrants were promised that the prairie offered "land, freedom, and hope." The disastrous 
blizzard of 1888 revealed that their free homestead was not a paradise but a hard, unforgiving place governed by natural forces they neither 
understood nor controlled, and America’s heartland would never be the same. (amazon.com) 
 
February 2nd - Stolen Innocence  by Elissa Wall 
In this courageous memoir, Elissa Wall tells the incredible and inspirational story of how she emerged from the confines of the Fundamentalist 
Church of Latter Day Saints (FLDS) and helped bring one of America's most notorious criminals to justice. Offering a child's perspective on life 
in the FLDS, Wall discusses her tumultuous youth, explaining how her family's turbulent past intersected with her strong will and identified her 
as a girl who needed to be controlled through marriage.  Wall portrays the inescapable mind-set and unrelenting pressure that forced her to 
wed despite her repeated protests that she was too young. (amazon.com) 
 
March 2nd - Animal, Vegetable, Miracle  by Barbara Kingsolver 
Author Barbara Kingsolver and her family abandoned the industrial-food pipeline to live a rural life—vowing that, for one year, they’d only buy 
food raised in their own neighborhood, grow it themselves, or learn to live without it. Part memoir, part journalistic investigation, Animal, Vege-
table, Miracle is an enthralling narrative that will open your eyes in a hundred new ways to an old truth: You are what you eat. (amazon.com) 
 
April 6th - Dewey: The Small–Town Library Cat  by Vicky Myron and Brett Witter 
Dewey's story starts in the worst possible way. Only a few weeks old, on the coldest night of the year, he was stuffed into the returned book 
slot at the Spencer Public Library. He was found the next morning by library director, Vicki Myron, a single mother who had survived the loss of 
her family farm, a breast cancer scare, and an alcoholic husband. Dewey won her heart, and the hearts of the staff, by pulling himself up and 
hobbling on frostbitten feet to nudge each of them in a gesture of thanks and love. For the next nineteen years, he never stopped charming the 
people of Spencer with his enthusiasm, warmth, humility (for a cat), and, above all, his sixth sense about who needed him most. (amazon.com) 
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